BY ROBERT SCHEPER

If The Speed Limiters
Burnt Your Potatoes Last
Year, Then... Here We Go

Again!

n March 15, 2010
Othe Canadian
Trucking Alli-

ance (CTA) released a
statement about the up
and coming EOBR regula-
tions: “The lack of effective
enforcement of the hours
of service rules has not
only created potentially
unsafe situations and cre-
ated an unlevel playing
field between carriers, but
it has also denigrated the
credibility of the regulators
and sustained a nega-
tive mythology about the
trucking industry’s compli-
ance record”.

The United States is cur-
rently only applying the
proposed regulations to
companies that have dan-
gerous safety or HOS viola-
tions. However, the CTA's
position is that EOBR’s
must be mandatory for all
trucks in Canada. If they
are successful it would
replicate the Ontario speed
limiter scam nationally.

The CTA (as the OTA)
is a special interest lobby
group that caters to their
members FIRST. They rep-
resent neither the majority
of trucking companies nor
the 300,000+ truck drivers
in Canada. The CTA will
use whatever spin it can
to bludgeon and burden
non-members. Mr. Brad-
ley will “SAY ANYTHING"
to control and manipulate
an entire industry for his
members, even fabricate
a convenient crisis. His
statement sounds pretty
serious until you look at
the facts.

North American truck
safety records, which con-
tinue to get better and
better (even breaking re-
cords), directly contradict
Mr. Bradley's extreme view
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options, providing their
members access to a driver
pool which simply prefers
to professionally oper-
ate a commercial vehicle
without direct interference
by their employers. Man-
datory EOBR's actually
CREATE an unlevel play-
ing field by producing an
undo financial burden on
small but highly safe and
compliant companies.
Mr. Bradley implies that
the current HOS paper logs

regulators are too stupid
to do their job, so just get
a machine?

Some of the safest and
most compliant trucking
companies neither operate
EOBR'’s nor belong to the
CTA. Therefore the real
“mythology about compli~
ance” is how some com-
panies that run EOBR's
or belong to the CTA also
have less than profes-
sional safety records.

However, I must com-

more reasonable and re-
spectful of our industry?
Punish the violators not
the professionals. There
is no shame in following
the lead of our economic
dancing partner who rep-
resents 30% of Canada’s
GDP (80% of our exports).
Hopefully our legislators
will consider the entire
industry and marginalize
the radical lobbyists.

I operate an account-
ing and consulting firm
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